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“Extract from Mntry from Marquis KI00's Diary, 16 July 41° 


At 4 poem Marquis MATSUDAIRA telephoned me to aay that the 
resignation ‘en bloc’ of the cabinet had been decided at a special 
Cabinet meeting. 1 had my audience with the Maperer fron 
4110 p.m. to 4420 pom Prince KONOYR tendered the general resig- 
nation of his Ministry at 9 p.m. I GBeeeded to the Palace in 
response to a summone from His Majeaty to receive an Imperial 
order ae to the incoming Cabinet as follows: “The Premier has tendered |). 
the general resignation of his Ministry *we have ordered the 
Lord Chamberlain to invite the ?resident of the Privy Council 
emda the ex-)reniers to gather at the Palace end* ask their 
@piniones in order to reply te our question ae to whe the suitable person 
I talked with the Chief Secretary to arrange tomorrow's procedure 
and went back hom at 10130 p.m 


* Im regard to the selection of a Premier of the next Cabinet 
* the lord Keeper of the Privy Seal will 
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Exh. 1117 Corrected in Secordance with Transcript pages 11,138-9 


"Extract from Entry from Marquis KIDO's Diary, 17 July 41° 


I left for Tokyo by train, leaving at 8344 a.m. and proceeded 
to my office. I met HARA, President of the Privy Council, WAK: TSUKI, 
OKADA, 4435, YONI, HAYLSHT ond HIROTA at 1 pem. Mr. KANROJI » Vice 
Lord Chamberlain, delivered an Imperial message, and then I expressed 
my opinion as follows: As stated by the Vice Lora Chamberlain, I 
received the Imperial Order to give a reply after gathering Your 
Excellency's opinions, 


"The Emperor has ordered me to gather your opinions before I 
make © reply to the Throne regarding the Premier of the Succeeding 
Cabinet. I, therefore, would like to have your frank opinions on 
this matter as I had ona Previous occasion. Of course as you all 
know this is not a formal conference and no resolutions will be 
passed, but I should like to have a heart-to-heart talk in a friendly 
atmosphere. Our utterances in this place are oxpected to be kept 
confidential, " 


A copy of the Promier's resignation was circulated for reference, 


WAKATSUKI questioned me as to the purpose of the resignation 
and the diplomatic problems (i.e. the clash of opinions between the 
Premicr and Foroign Minister). ABE stressed the necessity of having 
Prince KONOYE as Fremier; OKADA recommended. Prince KONOYE, as a person 
good for the military anda capable of exercising general control over 
all linos of political circles; HiYASHI hold the samo Opinion as 
4BE and OKADA: HARA did not diffor from tho above-montioned; HIROTA 
laid stross upon the roinforcomont of G.H.Q. and the formation of a 
military Cabinet, tut he consented to the opinion of tho rest upon 
my oxplanation of the ostablishment of GeH.Q. In the palace YONAI 
said no othor porson than Prineo Konoyo would do, that Prince KONOYZ 
was tho most suitable man to cope with the presont difficulty. 
WLAEK-.TSUKI supportod Prince KONOY? though his attitudo was not 
Positivo. ‘Yo recommonded Prince KONOYE unanimously and closoa our 
mooting at 2 peme Tho Mupcror and Enpress roturnod to Tokyo from 
thoir Hayema Villa, I visited the Bnporor from 3:30 Peme to 4:10 pom. 
to roport on tho progress of our mecting, while the Lora Chamberlain 
telophoned to Princo KONOYE to requost his pregonco at the Palace. At 
5:05 pam. Princo KONOYE brocecded to the Palaco to roccive the Imperial 
command to forma cabinct. Aftor his audionco, I mot and talkod vith 
him. OHASHI, Vico Forcign Ministor, visitcd mo at 5150 Deme to 
oxplain tho draft ees woon the, U 
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